National Archives and Records

Administration

8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, Maryland 20740-6001

REFERENCE COPY OF TECHNICAL DOCUMENTATION FOR

ACCESSIONED ELECTRONIC RECORDS
(Copied: September, 1992)

Current PopulatiOn Survey, Decémber 1983: Hired Farm Workers
Record Group 29 Records .of the Bureau of the Cen_sus :

The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) has been accepting electronic records
into its holdings since the early 1970s. Technical documentation has accompanied each transfer of
electronic records. The documentation is necessary to understand the meaning of the digitized bits of
information within the electronic records.

Over the decades, NARA has had different procedures for compiling technical documentation into an
organized unit for researchers, and different expectations regarding the content and extent of any
NARA-produced portions of the documentation. Consequently, the structure, organization and
contents of the documentation reflect the procedures in place when the technical documentation was
compiled and arranged and may include out of date addresses, telephone numbers, or other items of
unrevised information related to the agency that created or transferred the documentation and
electronic records to NARA, to the NARA umt that processed these materials, or to the physical
media of the electronic records files.

In creating the reference copy of the documentation package, NARA staff have selected from the
technical and/or supplementary documentation available for this series or file(s). We have annotated
or highlighted the table of contents that follows to indicate which portions of the full documentation
for this series or file are included in this reference copy of documentation. Any materials not
included here are available upon request. Any user notes prepared after the table of contents was
prepared appear before the table of contents. This documentation will differ in structure,
organization and contents from technical documentation for other series or files of accessmned
electronic records. The readab111ty and visual quahty are also variable.

NARA’s web site is http://www.nara.gov




| Agcbz’vés

N. McGovern

May 22, 1990
Revised: J. Nelson
August 21, 1992
3-029-89-017

VALIDATIONVSTATEMENT

When the National Archives acquired custody of this file, the
. accéssioning procedures called for a manual comparison of the
documentation to a printout of a portion of the records in each
data set. This manual comparison is referred to as a "preliminary
assessment" or "“validation." The number of records which were
compared varied from data set to data set. However, as a general
rule the comparison involved less than ten records and was limited
to only the first and last records in each data set. This is a
statement of the results of the preliminary assessment or
validation. .

title: Current Populatién Survey (CPS), December 1983
logical record length: 600
number of datasets: 1

No discrepancies between the documentation and a sample dump
of the data were noted during hand validation.

National Archives and Records Administration

Wasbington, DC 20408



CPS83HIR

CURRENT POPULATION SURVEY, DECEMBER 1983:
HIRED FARM WORKERS

TECHNICAL DOCUMENTATION
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Attachment 1 Abstract

Attachment 2 " Overview

Attachment 3 » o ~ Glossary
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NOTE

Questions about the accompanying documentation should be directed to Data User
Services Division, Data Access and Use Staff, Bureau of the Census, Washington,
D.C. 20233. Phone: (301) 763—2074._ :

Questions about the tape should be directed to Data User Services Divisioﬁ,
Customer Services (Tapes), Bureau of the Census, Washington, D.C. 20233. Phone:
(301) 763-4100. ~

Juestions about the subject matter should be directed to Demographic Surveys
Division, Bureau of the Census, Washington, D.C. 20233. Phone: (301) 763-2773.
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Current Population Survey, December 1983

Hired Farm Workers

User Note No. 1

On page 6 of attachment 9 (supplement tecord layéut), the values cbrresponding
to the number of different. employers  the respondent had in 1983, range from

00-19, not 00-01. 'Use the attached revised: page to replace the corresponding
page in your copy of the documentation.

July 1985
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ATTACHMENT 1
ABSTRACT
Current Population Survey, December 1983

Hired Farm Workers [machine-readable data
file. / conducted by the Bureau of the Census

for the Bureau of Labor Statistics. --Washington:
Bureau of the Census [producer and distributor],

1985.

TYPE OF FILE:
Microdata; unit of observation is individuals within housing units.
UNIVERSE DESCRIPTION:

The wuniverse consists of all persons in the civilian noninstitutional

population of the United States living in households. The probability
sample selected to represent the universe consists of approximately 71,000
households. : ‘ : :

SUBJECT-MATTER DESCRIPTION:

Data are provided on. labor force activity for the week prior to the survey.
Comprehensive data are available on the employment status, occupation, and
industry of persons 14 years old ‘and over. Alsc shown are personal
characteristics such as age, sexX, race, marital status, veteran status,
household relationship, -educational background, and Spanish origin.

‘The file also provides current data on hired farm workers. Statistics are
shown for each household member 14 years and over who did any farm work for
cash or salary. Data include the following: number of days each hired farm
worker did farm and nonfarm work, wages for farm and nonfarm work, major
activity during 1983, greatest distance travelled to do farm wage work,
number of nonfarm and farm employers for whom each worked, and the major
crop or livestock of the farm on which each did most-of his farm wage work.
In addition, the file shows the number of children under 14 years of age who
did farm work. . ] :

GEOGRAPHIC COVERAGE:

All States and 44 SMSA's are identified and ranked by population size
(1970). Central city/noncentral city indicators are provided for records in
all identified SMSA's. For all other records, central city/noncentral city
and nonSMSA indicators are provided except where suppression is required for
confidentiality reasons. :

TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION:
FILE STRUCTURE: Rectangular.

- FILE SIZE: 167,906 logical records; 600'character logical record length
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FILE SORT SEQUENCE: Stafe rank by SMSA rank by household identification
number by line number

REFERENCE MATERIALS:

"Current Population Survey, December 1983: Hired Farm Workers - Technical
Documentation.” Documentation contains this abhstract, a questionnaire
facsimile, and record layouts of the file. One copy accompanies ‘each file
order. Additional copies are available for $5 each from Data User Services
Division, Customer Services (Tapes), Bureau of the Census, Washington, D.C.
20233.

Bureau of the Census. The Current Population Survey: Design and
Methodology (Technical Paper 40). Describes in detail the sample design and
survey procedures unsed as well as accuracy of estimates and sampling errors.
Reference copies should be available -from most public libraries or Federal
Depository Libraries. It is also available on microfiche from Customer
Services, Data User Services Division (Microfiche), Bureau of the Census,
Washington, D.C. - 20233. (2 microfiche - 35. Make check payable to
Commerce-Census. )

FILE AVAILABILITY:
The file may be ordered from Data User Services Division using the Customer
Services order form for tapes on the following page. The  following
technical options are available at a cost of $140 per reel.

: ) . Reels Cost
9 track, 1600 bpi (EBCDIC or ASCII) . 3 : $420

9 track, 6250 bpi (ERCDIC or ASCII) 1 $140
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ATTACHMENT 2
OVERVIEW

- Current Population Survey

Introduction

The Current Population Survey (CPS) is the source of the official Government
statistics on employment and unemployment. The CPS has been conducted monthly
for over 35 years. Currently, we -interview about 58,000 households rnonthly,
scientifically selected on the basis of area of residence to represent the
Nation as a whole, individual States, and other specified areas. Each household
is interviewed once a month for four consecutive months one year, and again for

the corresponding time period a year later. This technigque enables us to obtain

month-to-month and year-to-year comparisons at a reasonable cost while
minimizing the inconvenience to any one ‘household.

Although the main purpose of the survey is to collect information on the
employment situation, a very important secondary purpose is to collect
information on the demographic status of the population, information such as
age, sex, race, marital status, educational attainment, and family structure.
From time to time additional questlons aré included on such important subjects
as health, education, income, and previous work experience. The gtatistics
resulting from these questions serve to update similar information collected
once every 10 years through the decennial census, and are used by Government
policymakers and legislators as important indicators of our Nation's economic
situation and for planning and evaluating many Government programs.

The CPS provides current estimates of the economic status and activities of the
population of the United States. Becaugse“ it is not possible to develop one or

two overall fiqures (such as the number :of unemployed) that would adequately

describe the whole complex of labor market phenomena, the CPS is designed to
provide a large amount of detailed and supplementary data. Such data are made

available to meet a wide variety of needs on the. part of users of labor market

information.

Thus, the CPS is the only source of monthly estimates of total employment (both
farm and nonfarm); nonfarm self-employed persons, domestics, and unpaid helpers
in nonfarm family enterprises; wage and  salaried employees; and, finally,
estimates of total unemployment.

It provides the only avallable distribution of workers by the number of hours
worked (as distinguished from aggregate or average hours for an industry),
permlttlng separate. analyses of part-time workers, workers on overtime, etc.
The survey is also the only comprehensive ‘current source of information on the
occupation of workers and the industries in which they work. 1Information is
available from the survey not only for persons currently in the labor force but
also for those who are outside the labor force. The characteristics of such
persons -~ whether married women with or without young children, disabled
persons, students, older retired workers, etc., can be determined. Information
on their current desire for work, -their past ~work experience, and their

*1ntentlons as to job seexlng are also avallable.
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CPS Sample

The CPS sample is based on the civilian noninstitutional population of the
United States. The sample is located in 629 sample areas comprising 1,148
counties.- and independent cities with coverage in every State and in the District
of Columbia.

In all, some 71,000 housing units or other 1living quarters are aSSLgned for
interview each month; about 58,000 of them containing approximately 122,000
persons 14 years old and over are 1nterv1ewed. Also included are demographic
data for approximately 34,000 children 0-13 years old within these households.
The remainder of the assigned housing units are found to be vacant, converted to
nonresidential use, contain persons with residence elsewhere, or are not
interviewed because the residents are not found at home after repeated calls,
are temporarily absent, or are unavailable for other reasons. Approximately
13,000 noninterview households are'present each month. The resultlng file size
is approximately 170,000 records. A more ‘precise explanation regarding the CPS
sample design is provided in Technical Paper 40, The Current Populatlon Survey:
Design and Methodology.

For a more detailed discussion about the basic labor force data gathered on a
monthly basis in the CPS survey, see the Bureau of Labor Statistics Report No.
463 and the Current Population Report P-23, No. 62, issued jointly by the Bureau
of Labor Statistics and the Bureau of the Census in October, 1976, and entitled
Concepts ~and Methods Used In Labor Statistics Derived from the Current
Population Survey. '

Relationship gf_Current Population Survey Files *to Publications

Each month, a significant amount of information about the labor force is
published by the Bureau of Labor Statlstlcs in the Employment and Earnings and
Monthly Labor Review reports.

As mentioned previously, the CPS also serves as a vehicle for supplemental'
inquiries on subjects other than employment, which are periodically added to the
questionnaire. From the basic and supplemental data the Bureau of the Census
issues four series of publications under the general title Current Population
Reports:

P-20 Population Characteristics

P-23 Special Studies

P-27 Farm Population

P-60 Consumer Income : :

All Current Population Reports, 1nclud1ng the other series for population
estimates and projections and special censuses, may be obtained by subscrlptlon
from the Government Printing Office. They are available in the following
subscription packages: Population Characteristics,  Special Studies, Farm
Population, and Consumer Income series (P-20, P-23, P-27, P-60) combined, $71.00
per year; Population Estimates and Projections, (P-25)}, $25.00 per year. A
customer interested in all reports must subscribe to both subscription packages.
Alternatively, single issues may be ordered separately; ordering information and
prices are. provided in the Bureau of the Census Catalog, the Monthly Product
Announcement (MPA),. and in the Data User News .
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Geographic Limitations

It should be kept in mind that the sample deslgn and methods  of weighting CPS
data are geared towards producing estimates for the entire Nation. In producing
estimates for States, the user should be aware that the primary sampling units
(PSU's) "are drawn from strata which may or may not cross State lines.
‘Consequently, the data would not be as reliable as national data, and the file
may lose some of its utility in certain applications. For further discussion of
such considerations, the user should consult Technical Paper 40, The Current
Population Survey: Design and Methodology.

The nature of the work done by each individual investigator using the microdata
file will determine to what extent his/her requirements for precision will allow
using some of the smaller geographic areas identified on the file.

.ﬁeights

Under the estimating methods used in the CPS, all of the results for a given
month become available simultaneously and are based on returns for the entire
panel of respondents. The CPS estlmation procedure involves welghtlng the data
from each sample person. The basic weight, which is the inverse of the
probability of the person being in the sample, is a rough measure of  the number
of actual persons that the sample person represents., In States supplemented in
the 1978 and 1980 expansions, almost all sample persons within the same sample
area have the same basic weight, but the weight may differ across sample areas.
The basic weight is the same for almost all sample persons in unsupplemented
States. The basic weights are then adjusted for non1nterv1ew, and the ratio
estlmatlon procedure is applied.

1. Noninterview adjustment. The weights for all interviewed households are
adjusted to the extent needed to account for occupied sample households
for which no information was. obtained because of absence, impassable
roads, refusals, or unavailability of the respondent for other reasons.
This adjustment is made separately by combinations of sample areas -
within each State and the District of Columbia, and within these, for
six groups--two race categories (White, and Black and other) within
three residence categories. = For sample dreas which are Standard
Metropolitan Statistical Areas (SMSA's), these residence’ categories are
the central cities, and the urban and the rural balance .of the SMSA's.
For other sample areas, the regsidence categories are wurban, rural
nonfarm, and rural farm.  The proportion of gsample households not
interviewed varies from 4 to 5 percent depending on weather, vacatlons,
season, etc.,

2. Ratio estimates. The distrlbutlon of the population selected for the
sample may differ somewhat, by chance, from that of the population as a
whole, in such characteristics as age, race, sex, and residence. Since
these characteristics are - closely -correlated with  labor force
participation and other principal measurements made from the sample, the
latter estimates ~can be substantially improved when weighted
appropriately by the known distribdition of these population
characteristics. This is accompllshed through two stages of ratio
estimates as follows. N

ae. First-stage ratio estimate. In the CPS, a portion of the 629 sample
areas is chosen to represent both itself and other areas not in (TffB




sample; the remainder of the sample areas represent only themselvas.
The first-stage ratio estimation procedure was: des1gned to reduce .the
portion of the variance: resulting from requiring sample  areas to
represent nonsample arzas. Therefore, this procedure is not applied to
sample areas = which represent only themselves, The procedure is
performed at two geographic levels: First, by the four census regions
{Northeast, Midwest, South, .and West), and second, for each of the 46
States which contains nonsample areas. The procedure corrects for the
differences that existed at the time of the 1970 census between the
distribution by race and residence of the population in the sample areas
and the known race-residence distribution in the portions of the census
region or State represented by these areas. The regional adjustment is
performed by metropolitan-nonmetropolitan residence and race, while the
State adjustment is done by urban-rural status and race.

b. Second-stage ratio estimate. In this stage, the sample estimates of the
U.S. population in the categories described below are adjusted to
independently derived current estimates of the population in the same
categories. The second-stage ratio estimate is performed in order to
increase the reliability of the . estimates and is carried out in two
steps. In the first step, the sample estimates are adjusted for each
State and the District of Columbia to an independent control for the
civilian noninstitutional populatibn 16. years and over, for the State.
The second step of the adjustment- is applied to all sample persons and
is a weighting to nationwide independent population estimates of the
civilian noninstitutional population, 14 years and over, within &8
age-sex-race groups. The entire second~stage ratio estimation procedure
is iterated six times, each time reginning-at the weights developed the
previous time., This iteration ensures that the sample estimates both of
State population and of the National age-sex-race categories will be
virtually equal to  the independent population estimates. This
second-stage adjustment procedure incorporates changes - instituted in
January 1982. The nature of these changes is discussed in detail in
"Revisions in the Current Populatlon Survey beglnnlng in January 1982, v
Employment and Earnings, February 1982,

The controls by State for the civilian nonlnstltutlonal population 16 years and
over are an arithmetic extrapolation of the trend in the growth of this segment
of the population from the April 1, 1980 census through the latest available:
July 1 estimate, adjusted as a last step to"a current estimate of the U.S.
population of this group. State estimates by age July 1 are published annually
in Current Population Reports, .Series P-235. For a descrlptlon -of the
‘methodology used in developing the State total, see Report 640 of that series,
Descriptions of the age estimates methodology are available on request from the
Chief of the Population DlVlSlon, U.S. Bureau of the Census, Washington, D.C.
20233,

Beginning with the January 1982 estimates, the independent national controls
used for the age-sex-race groups in the final step of the second-stage ratio
adjustment are prepared by carrying forward the April 1, 1980 total population
by age, race, and sex, taking account of the subsequent aging of the population,
fertility, mortality, and net immigration, and then subtracting the estimate for
the institutional population and Armed Forces. The April 1, 1980 total
population was computed by adding together the' resident population, consistent
with that published in the 1980 census Advance Reports, Series PHC80~V, and the
Armed Forces overseas, as compiled from Department of Defernise reports. Data on
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births and deaths between April 1, 1980 and the estimate data are based on
tabulations of vital statistics for the resident population made by the National
Center for Health Statistics and data on deaths of military personnel overseas
from the Department of Defense. Estimates of net civilian immigration are based
on data provided by the Immigration and Naturalization Service, the Department
of Defense, the Office of Personnel Management, and the Puerto Rico Planning
Board. The civilian noninstitutional population is derived by subtracting the
Armed Forces and the institutional population for the estimate date from the
total, including Armed Forces overseas. The institutional population is
computed by applying institutional proportions derived from the 1980 census to
the total population, including Armed Forces overseas, for the. estimate date.
All computations described above are performed in cells defined by single year
of age, race, and sex. The independent national control totals are then
obtained by collapsing these cells into broader age groups for the population 14
years old and older. : :

NOTE: The CPS weighting procedure only produces individual . welghts. No
household weights are present on any non-March CPS file. It is recommended that
the principal person's weight be used for all tallies by household. The
principal person for a household is designated by the Flag 1 in word 18,
character 3 of any adult's interview record.

Comparability of CPS From Microdata Files With Published Sources.

Although total estimates of the population will equal published estimates, labor
force estimates produced from a microdata file will not be directly comparable
or identical with the published nonseasonally adjusted labor force data. The
major reason for this is due to a final estimation procedure incorporated into
the production of the published nonseasonally adjusted data. This procedure,
known as a composite estimator, is a weighted average of two estimates for the
current month for any particular item. The first estimate is the two-stage
ratio estimate that includes all the estimation steps given above. The second
estimate consists of the composite estimate for the preceding month to whic¢h has
been added an’estimate of the change from the preceding month, based on that
part of the sample which is common to the two months (about 75 percent). This
procedure 1is primarily used to increase the reliability of estimates of
month-to-month change, although other reliability gains are also realized., As
noted above, the composite estimation procedure does not affect estimates of the
total population.

Another factor also inhibits microdata comparison with published labor force
data. This is the seasonal adjustment that is applied to many published
statistics. These adjustments are used to adjust for normal seasonal variations
to help distinguish the underlying economic situation in month-to-month changes.
Shown below are data from January and July 1982 which demonstrate how estimates
compiled using the final weights from the microdata file may differ from the
published composited estimates, with and without seasonal adjustment. (Refer to
Technical Paper 40 for a further description of both the composite estimator and
seasonal adjustments.) : '
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Civilian - Civilian "Not in
Noninstitutional Labor Unem- . Labor
. Population : Force Employed ployed Force

January 1982 Data (000's)

Final Weights 171,335 108,161 97,928 10,234 63,174

Composited
(Not season- - . o -
ally Adjusted) 171,335 108,014 97,831 10,183 63,321

Composited

{Seasonally
Adjusted) 171,335 108,879 99,581 9,298 62,456

July 1982 Data (000's)

Final Weights 172,364 112,850 101,904 10,946 - 59,513

Composited
{Not season-
ally Adjusted) 172,364 112,526 101,490 11,036 59,838

Composited
(Seasonally
Adjusted) 172,364 110,522 99,732 10,790 61,842

In various months, differences in the sample, questionnaire, and data uses

result in the need for additional -adjustment procedures to produce what is’

called a supplement weight. Such adjustments can include, but are not limited
to, supplemental noninterview adjustments, inflation of weights due to a
_restricted supplemental universe (such as only 4 of 8 rotation groups), or
controlling to various independent population controls. In some instances,
including most October school enrollment supplements, the supplement weight is
controlled to and agrees with, in aggregate, the published composited estimates.
Regardless of how the supplement weight was produced, when available it “should
be used in preparing all estimates using data from supplement items. - Further
documentation covering the use of the supplemental data is included as part
of the supplemental documentation. :
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ATTACEMENT 3
GLOSSARY
CURRENT POPULATION SURVEY

Subject Concepts

-Age. Age classification is based on the age of the person at his/her last
birthday. The adult wuniverse ({i.e., populaticn of marriageable aga) is
comprised of p2rsons 14 years olé and cve-.
Basic Weight. The constant weight assigned to the sample {inverse of the
sampling fraction) which is adjusted to produce the final weight.

Civilian Labor Force. (See Labor Force.)

Class of Worker. This refers to the broad classificaticn of the parson's
2mployer, Thase broad classifications are private, government, self-employed,
without pay, and never worked. DPrivate and government workers are considerad
*wage and salary workers;" this classification scheme includes self-emploved,
incorporat:d persons in with "private” workers.

Drration of Unemployment. Duration ' ¢f unéemplovment represents the length of
time (throagh the currant survey week) during which persons classified as
unemployed are continucusly lcoking for work. For perscns on layof£, duraticn
of unemployment represents. the number of full weeks since the terminatien of
their most recent employment, A pericd of two weeks or more during which a
person is employed or ceased 1looking for work is considered to break the
contimiity of +the present period of = seeking work. Average duration is an
arithmetic mean computed from a distribution by single weeks of unemploymen*.

+

i

Earnings. Earnings data are collected for an individual's primary job during
the survey wzek for one-four:h of tha C®S sample. The universe for these data
is defined on page 44 of the adult's intearview racord layout., Tne data
collected include the usual hours worked, whether an individual is paid by the
hour, for hourly workers their 'hourly' pay rate, and the individual's usual
weekly pay. Separate weights for tallying the earnings data are present on tha
file, :

Education. (See Years of School Completsd.)

Eaployed. (See Labor Force.)

ESR. (Employment Status Recode). This classification is available for eaca
civilian 14 years old and over according to his/her responses to the monthly
(basic) labor force items.

inal Weaight. Used in tabulating monthly labor force items.

hy

Full-Time Worker. Persons - on full-time schedules include persons working 33
hours cr more, persons who worked 1-34  h-urs for noneconormic reasons {e.g.,
illness) and usuallvy work full~time, and perzons *with a job but rnot at work™

vho uzsually work f£full-time, - ‘

01

o



Head Versus Householder. Beginning with the 1980 CPS, the Bureau of the Cansus
discontinued the use of the terms "head of household™ and “head of family.”
Instesad, the terms ™householder™ and "family householder”® are used.

Highest Grade of School Attended. (See Years of School Completed. )

Hours of Work. Hours of work statistics relate to the actual number of hours
worked during the survay week. For exampla, a person who usually works 40 hours
a week but who is off on the Veterans Day holiday is reported as working 32
hours even though he is paid for the holiday.

For persons working in more than one job, the figures relate to the number of
hours worked in all jobs during the wesk, Howavar, all the hours are credited

to the major job.

Household, A household consists of all the persons who occupy a house, an
apartment, or other group of rooms, or a room, which constitutes a housing unit.
A group of rooms or a single room is regarded as a housing unit when it is
occupied as separate living quarters; that is, when the occupants do not live
and eat with any other person in the structure, and when there is direct access
from the outside or through a common hall. )

Householder. The householder refers to the person (or one of the persons) in
whose name the housing unit is cwned or rented (maintained) or, if there is no
such person, any adult member, excluding roormers, boarders, or paid emplovees.
If the house is cwned or rented jointly by a married couple, the householder may
be either the husband or the wife. The person designated as the householder is
the “reference person” to whom the relationship.of all other household members,
if any, is recorded.

Currently, the CP®S edit reccées the relationship to reference erson
(nouseholder) entries back into the ralationship to head configuratien befora
editing the data. Work is underway to incorporate the rzlationship to reference
data into the basic CPS edit. Until such time as the ravised edit is completed,

all data appearing -on UPS files are edited using the relationship "to head”

configquration.

Incustry, Occupétion, and Class of Worker. "Industry, occupation, and class of
worker (I & O) always apply to the sana job. For the employed, current job is
the job held in the reference weekx (the weék before the survey). ©Persons with
t¥o or more jobs are classified in the job at which they worked the most hours
during <the reference week. The unemployed are classified according to their
latest full-time civilian job lasting two or mere weeks or by the Jjob {either
full-time or part-time) from which they were laid off. The I & O questions are
also asked of persons not in the labor force who are in the fourth and . eighth
months in sample and who have worked in the last five years. For detailed
information on I & O of multiple job holders, see the May supplenent to the CPS.

Job Seekxers. All unemployed persons who made specific efforts to find a job
sometime during the 4-wesk period praceding the survey week.

Xzeoing House. Persons are classified as keeping house if they engage in their
owl housework. This is one of the . "not 4in labor force® classifications-——

employment status recode (ESR) = 4,




Labor Force, The civilian labor force includes all civilians classified as
employed or unemployed. The file includes labor force data for civilians age 14
and over. However, the official definition of the civilian labor forcz is age
16 and over. '

1. EFmoloyed. Employed persons comprise (1) all civilians who, during
the survey week, &o any work at all as paid emplovees or in their
own business or profession, or on their own farm, or who work 15
hours or more as unpaid workers on a farm or in a business
operatad by a member of the family; and (2) all those who have
jobs. but who are not working because of illness, bad weather,
vacation, or'Labor-Management‘dispute, or because they are taking
time off for personal reasons, whether or not they are Seeking'
other jébs. These persons would have an Employment Status Recode
(ESR) of 1 or 2 respectively in word 19, character 1 of each
individual's record which designated "at work™ and "with a job,
but not at work.™ Each empld?ed person.  is counted only once.
Those persons who held more than one job are counted in the job at
vhich they worked the greatest number of hours during the survey
week, If they worked an equal number of hours at more than on
job, they are counted a: the job they held the longest.

2. Ornemployed. Unemployed persons  are those civilians who, during
the survey week, have no employment but are available for work,
and (1) have engaged in any specific job seeking activity within
the past 4 weeks such as registering at a public or private
employment office, mecting with prospective employers, checking
with friends or relatives, placing or answering advertisements,
writing letters of application, or reing on a union or
professional register; (2) are waiting to be called back to a job
from which they had been laid off; or (3) are waiting to report to .
a2 new wage or salary job within 30 days. These persons would have
an ESR code of 3 in word 19, character 1 of esach individual's
record. The unemployved incliudes job leavers, job losers, new job
a2ntrants, and job reentrants,

a. Job - Leavers. Persons who quit or otherwise terminate
their employment voluntarily and immediately  begin
looking for work. ’

b. Job Logers. Persons whose employment ends
involuntarily, who immediately begin looking for work,
and those persons who are already on layoff.

C. New Job Entrants. DPersons who never worked at a full-
time job lasting two weeks or longer.

d. Job Reen*rants, Parsons who previously worked at a
full-time job lasting two weeks or longer but are out of
the labor force prior to beginning to lock for work.

The word:character locations usad to define these components of the unemployedh
are as follows: (All must be ESR=3) :
1
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Job Loser or Leaver (must be checked in sequence shown below)

IF: WD 10:4 thru 11:4 = any entry of 1 and WD 11:5=1 and WD
12:5=1 or 2, then Loser (Lost job)

IF: WD 10:4 thru 11:4 = any entry of 1 and WD 11:5=2 and WD
12:5=1 or 2, then Leaver (left job) :

IF: WD 10:4 thru 11:4 # any entry of 1 and ¥D 10:1=6, then
Loser (temoorary layoff)

IF: WD 10:4 thru 11:4 # any entry of 1 and WD 10:1=7, then
: Loger (indefinite layoff)

TIF: WD 10:4 thru 11:4 # any entry of 1 and 10: 1—5 and 11:5=1
and 12:5=1 or 2, then Loser (New 30b to begxn within 30
days) '

IF: WD 10:4 thru 11:4 # any entry of 1 and 10:1=5 and 11:5=2
and 12: 5=1 or 2, then Leavnr {New job to bagln within
30 davs) i

Mew Entrants and Reentrants (Exclusive of Job Losers or Leavers)

”

IF: Not job loser or léaver‘ and WD 12:5=1 or 2, then
Reentrant

IF: MNot job loser or leaver and WD 12:5=3 or 4, then MNew
Entrant o

Mot in Labor Force. All civilians 14 years old and over who are

not classified as employed or unsmployed. These persons are
further classified as "engaged in own home housewcrk,™ ™in
school, "™ ™unable to work" because of long-term physical or mental
iliness, and “other.™ The “other™ group includes, for the most
part, retired persons, those reported as too old to work, the
voluntarily idle, and seasonal workers for whom the survey week is
an "off" season and who ware not reported as- unemployed. - Persons
doing ' only incidental unpaid family work (less than 15 hours) are
also classified as not in the labor force.

For persons not in the labor force, data on previous work
experience, intentions to sgeek work again, desire for a job at the
tine of interview, and reasons for not locking for work are asked
only in those households that are in the fourth and eighth months
of the sample, i.e., the “outgoing” groups, those which had been
in the sample for three previous months and would not be in for
the subseguent month.

These items re asked in question 24; see the questionnaire
facsimile. Such persons have an ESR code of 4-7 in word 19,
character- 1 of each individual's receri. :
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- Finally, it should be noted that the unemployment rate represénts
the number cf persons unemployed as a percent of the civilian
labor force 16 years old and over. This measure can also be
computed for groups within the labor force classified by sex, age,
marital statué, race, etc. The job loser, job leaver, reentrant,
and new entrant rates are each calculated as a percent of the
civilian 1labor force 16 yezrs old and over; the sum of the rates
for the four groups thus equals the total unemployment rate.

Lay;ff. A person who is unemployed but expects to be called back to a specific
job. If he/she expects to be called back within 30 days, it is considered a
temporary layoff; otherwise, it is an indefinite layoff,

Locking for Work. A perscn who is trying to get work or trying to establish a
business or profession.

Marital Status. The marital status classification identifies three major
categories: single (never married), married, and widowed or divorced. These
terms refer to the marital status at the time of enumeration.

The category “married"” is further divided into “married, civilian spouse
present, " "married, Air Force spouse pfésent," and "married, spouse absen%,"® A
person 1is classified as "married, srouse present® if the husband or wife 'is
reported as a member of the household even though he or she may .be temporarily
absent on business or on vacation, visiting, in a hosoltal, etc., at the time of
the enumeration. Persons reported as separated are those with legal
separations, those living apart with  intenticns of obtaining a divorce, and
other persons permanently or temporarily estranged from their spouses becausz of
marital discord and are included in the "married, spouse absent™ category.

‘Month-In-Sample. The - term is defined - a@s the nﬁmbqr of times a unit is.
interviewed. Each unit is interviewed eight times during the life of the
sample

Never Wcrked. A person who has rever held a full-time civilian job lasting two
consecutive weeks or more.

Nonrelative of Head With No Own Rﬂlatlves in Household. A nonrelative of the
head who has no relative(s) of his/her own in the household.. This category
includes such nonrelatives as a foster child, a ward, a lodger, a servant, or a
hired hand, who has no relatives of his/her own 1living with him/her in the
household.

Nonrelative of Head With Own Relatives (Including Spouse) in Houselold. "“Any
household member who is not related to the head but has relatives of his/her own
in the household; for example, a lodger, hls/her spouse, and their son.

Other Relative of Head. Rny relative of the head other than his wife; for
example, chilé, father, mother, grandson, caugnte*—ln—law, etc.

Part-Tims, Economic Reascons. The file 1nclua=s slack work, material shortages,
repairs to plant.or equipment, start cor termination of job during the week, and
inability to find full-time work. (See also Full-Time Worker.)
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iPart-Time, Other (Noneconomic) Reasons. The file includes labor dispute, bad
weather, own illness, vacation; demands of home housework, schcocol, no desire for
full-time work, and full-time worker only during peak season.

Part-Time Work. Persons who work -between 1 and 34 hours are designated as
working "part-time™ in the current job held during the reference week.

Race. The population is divided into three groups on the basis of race: White,
Black, and "Other races." The last. category includes Indians, Japanese,
Chinese, and any other race except White and Black. In most of the published
tables, "Other Races™ are shown in combination with the Black population.

Reentrants. Persons wno previously worked at a full-time job lasting two weeks
or longer but who-are out of the labor force priecr to begirning to loock for
work. - ’

School. A person who spent most of his time during the survey week attending
any kind of public or private schocl, including trade or vocational schools in
which students receive ‘no compensation in money or kind.

Self-Eaployed. Self-employed persons are those who work for profit or fees in
their own busiress, profession or trade, or operate a farm.

Spanish Origin. Persons of Spanish origin in this file are detsrmined on the
basis of a question, "What is the origin or descent of each person in this
household?”, that asked for self-identification of the person's origin or
descent. Respondents are asked to select their origin (or the origin of some
cther household member) from a "flash card" listing ethnic origins. Persons of
Spanish origin, in particular, ars those who indicated <+hat their origin was
Mexican-American, Chicano, Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South
American, or other Spanish.

Unable to Work. A person is classified as unable to work becauses of long-term
physical or mental illness, lasting six months or longer.

e

Unemployed. (S2e. Labor Ferce.)

Unpaid Family Workers. Unpaid family workers: are persons working without pay
for 15 hours a wz2ek or more on a farm or in a business operated by a member of
the household to whom they are related by birth or marriage.

Veteran Status. If a male served at any time ~during the four major wars of this
century, the code for the most recent wartime service is entered. The following
codes are used:

1 Vietnam era
2 Xorean

3 WWI

4 WWIXI

5 Other Servic
6 Nonveteran
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Wage and Salary Workers. wage and salary workers receive wages, salary,
commission, tips, or pay in kind from a private employer or from a governmental
unit. :

Vorkers. (See Labor Force--Employed.)

Years - of School Completed. Data on years of school completed cz2n be derived
from the combination of answers to questicns’ concerning the highest grade of
school attended by the person and whether or not that grade is finished.
Educational attainment applies only to progress in “regular™ school. Such
schools . include graded public, private, and parochial elementary and high
schools (both junior and senior high), colleges, universities, and professional
schools, whether day schools or night schools. Thus, regqular schcoling is that
which may advance a person toward an - elementary school certificate or high
school diploma, or a college, university, or professional school degree.
Schooling in other than regular schdols is counted only if the credits oktained
are regarded as transferable to a scheol in the regqular school system.




GLOSSARY
CURRENT POPULATION SURVEY, MARCH 1983

Geographic Concepts

Geographic Division. An area composed of contiguous States, with Alaska and
Hawaii also included in one of the divisions. (A State is one of the 31 major
political units in the United States.) The nine geographic divisions have been
largely unchanged for the presentation -of summary statisties since the 1910
census. :

Mortheast, - Midwest (formerly . North

Regions, There are four regions:
Central),l/ West, and South. States and divisions within regions are presented

below.
NORTHEAST REGION

New England Division Middle Atlantic Division

Connecticut - New Jersey
Maine New York
Massachusetts Pennsylvania

New Hampshirs
Rhode Island
yYermont

-

MIDWEST REGION

East North Central Division osq HESTE North Central Division

Illinois Iowa
Indiana Kansas
Michigan Minnesota
Ohio Missouri
Wisconsin Nebraska

Mountain Division

1/ The Midwest Region was designated as the North Central Region until June

1984,

WEST REGION

North Dakota
South Dakota

Pacific Division

Arizona Alaska
Colorado California
Idaho Hawaiil
Montana Oregon
Nevada Washington
Utah

Wyoming
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East South Central Division

SOUTH REGION

"West South Central Division

Alabama
Kentucky
Mississippi
Tennessee

Arkansas
Louisiana
Oklahoma
Texas
South Atlantic Division

Delaware

District of Columbia

Florida ‘

Georgia

Maryland

North Carolina
South Carolina
Virginia

West Virginia

0

I\'\.J
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ATTACHMENT 4

NOTE TO USERS

There are several record layouts comprising the December 1983 Current Population
Survey ‘téchnical ~documentation. Record layouts illustrating basic data
collected comprise Attachments 5 and 6 for interviewed households, Attachment 7
for noninterviewed Type A households, and- Attachment 8 for noninterviewed Type B
or C households (see items 14 and 15 on the questionnaire for examples of each
type). The record layout(s) for supplemental data collected then follows.

Interview and Noninterview Record Layouts. Record layouts are similar for both
interviewed and noninterviewed households. - Geographic data are provided for
both types of records, but employment figures are furnished only for interviewed
households. For noninterviewed households, these corresponding character
positions are blank or padded. However, ‘in word 7, characters 1 and 2,
interview records show data for item 20, whether the household member worked
last week and range of hours worked; noninterview Type A records show race of
head and reason for noninterview; noninterview Types B and C records show reason
for noninterview.

Records for households for which no interviews were obtained are located at the
beginning of each identified géBEraphic area. These noninterview records,
having the same record length as an interviewed person's record, occasionally
contain codes or numerical values that fall within a valid range of values but
are analytically meaningless since these records do not répresent-actual person
records. These records are identified by having a numerical code of "2" or "3"
in word 1, character 1 of each new record. To eliminate these records and
E;évent the inadvertant analysis of "non-person"™ records, data users should
select only those cases identified by a numerical code of "1" (representing an
interview record) in the first column of each record.

Calculating Location of Data Within a Word. In the record layout, location of
data is indicated by character position within a word. .Each work signifies six
character positions on the tape. To determine the location of specific data,
calculate the number of positions allocated for all previous words; then, to
that figure, add the character location (1-6) specified within the designated
word. For example, data for major activity last week (Attachment 5, page 12)
corresponds to word 9, character 1. Multiplying the number of previous words by
the number of character positions per word equals 48 positions allocated for
data. Thus, the first character of word 9 is located in position 49.

8 Number of previous words .
X 6 Number of character positions per word
48 Number of positions allocated for data
+ 1 Character positions within designated word
.49 Location of data for word 9, character 1

To determine the location of data reflecting the reason a respondent works less
than 35 hours a week (word 9, characters 5-6), repeat the above calculations
except substitute a "5" (noting character position within word) in place of the
“1", Calculations show that this item occupies character positions 53 and 54.
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