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The old system distinguished between 
browsing variables and making an 
extract.

The following explains the major differences between the old 
and the new IPUMS-CPS systems.

The new system has abolished 
this distinction: there is now a 
single link for browsing and 
selecting data.



Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ άSelect 
Dataέ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ ƳŜƴǳǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ 
with search functionality.

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ άVariablesέ 
took you to the overall menu.



LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘƻǾŜǊ ƻǾŜǊ άtŜǊǎƻƴέΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ-level variable groups. Click 
ά/ƻǊŜ 5ŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎέ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛŀōƭŜǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ



When browsing variables in 
the old system, you saw a list 
of all core demographic 
variables embedded in the full 
list of variables. This was often 
overwhelming.

In the new system, you will find several 
helpful changes:
ÅUsing the menu, you can limit the 
variables shown to one group at a time. 
(If you prefer to see the full list, you can 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ōȅ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ άOptionsέ Φύ
ÅYou can also browse variables 
alphabetically.
ÅYou can searchfor variables. The system 
will also search variable labels and 
ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ 
the name of your variable. 



In the old system, you saw a 
list of all core demographic 
variables embedded in the full 
list of variables. This was often 
overwhelming.

There are more entirely new features:
ÅMore recent (and therefore more 
frequently used) samples now appear 
on the leftto limit scanning across rows. 
(You can switch back to the old look by 
ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ άhǇǘƛƻƴǎέΦύ
ÅYou can limit browsing only to those 
variables available in your desired 
ǎŀƳǇƭŜǎ ōȅ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ άSelect SamplesέΦ
ÅLŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǘǳŎƪΣ help is just a click away.



To select data in the old system, 
you had to go through a separate 
ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΥ ŦƛǊǎǘ άCreate ExtractέΣ 
then define your extract type and 
select samples, then select 
variables). You also had to think 
ahead for case selection, attaching 
characteristics of other household 
members, and selecting data 
quality flags (not shown).


